[2 Avignon
Sept. 5. 1869
Dear Miss Carpenter
You are welcome to make any use you like of my letter to you,2 but I do not feel that
what the Duke said,? which I repeated to you in my letter to the best of my memory
verbally, was sufficiently explicit to amount, to my mind, to a promise, and therefore I
should not like to write to the Chief on such an assumption. I agree with you most
cordially as to the welcome that the Chief and Ranee4 ought to receive here, and will
lose no opportunity of using any influence I have to secure it. If the Duke of Argyll was
more explicit to you than to me, or if what he said to me appears to you explicit I am
very happy to hear it, and think you cannot do better than convey it to the Chief. But as
the Chief can scarcely so well judge of the exact meaning of the terms used as we can,
the responsibility of the precise interpretation to be put upon the Duke's words rests
with 2]
bus: and I own that to me they do
not seem quite as decisive as might
be desirable, seeing how important
it is that the Chief and the Ranee
should not come over here under a
mistaken impression.
If it is your wish, and you are
quite sure that it would be the wish
of the Chief and the Ranee, I will
write to the Duke, and ask him
whether what he has said may be
reported to them as a promise.
My daughter begs to be kindly

remembered, and I am
Dears Miss Carpenter

very truly yours

J. S. Mill b
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