My Lord

I regreated much yesterday, that I cou'd not attend your Lordship to the Coun:
‘try, when you did me the Honor to call on me. I am now engag'd in such a manner as will confine me
during some time to the Town. My second Volume is printing at London; & I receive a Sheet every
Post and must return it corrected by the next Post. The Printer complains somewhat of
this Delay, but woud be very much displeas'd, if I were not punctuall.

Except this small Occupation, I am entirely idle at present; and Idleness, I own, has some
Charms, after so much Application, as that which I subjected myself to. I am only sorry, that it shoud
be attended with Confinement, and that I cannot enjoy it, as I cou'd wish, with Your Lordship.

Some People tell me, that I will soon tire of doing nothing, & that I shoud think of some other
Occupation. The History of the House of Tudor is recommended to me; and indeed I am fully

convinc'd, that I shou'd have done much better had I wrote these Reigns previously to the History of the
House of Stuart. For after having shown by a long Series of Facts the Nature of the English Govern:
‘ment during that Period, it woud have been easy to correct the Prejudices of those, who think

that James the I & Charles the I ought to judg'd by the same Standard which we woud

apply to George the I & 2d. However, it has been remarkd to me, that Tacitus went

backwards, and wrote his Annals after his History; and that there is nothing absurd in a

man's enlarging his Plan after this manner. I may hereafter think of this Scheme, if it

happen, as is probable, that Idleness becomes a Burthen to me.2

Baillie

Baillie Hamilton offerd me the same Terms for the second, as for the first Volume;
and I try'd to bring Andrew Millar, who is my London Bookseller, to enter for a Share with
him: But he insisted upon the Whole, or none of it. He gives me Terms equally profitable:
Which is a good Proof to me, that I shall at last get the better, both of the Cry of Faction & the
Combination of Booksellers. Iam My Lord

Your Lordship's
Edinburgh Most obedient & most humble
8th of June. 1756 Servant

David Huem
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