[Ninewells! near Berwick, 8 of January. 1748]

My Lord

I hope your Lordship will pardon the Freedom I use, in desiring
you to peruse a few Essays I intend to add to those already publish'd, in a new
Edition, that is to be made of them at London2. I have desir'd Mr Mure3 to de:
liver them to you. You will, I believe, My Lord, think there is more Boldness
than Prudence in the Sentiments, contain'd in some of them: And perhaps you may
think too there is full as much Prudence as Truth in others of them. In particul:
lar, I am afraid your Lordship will differ from me with regard to the Pro:
‘testant Succession, whose Advantages you will probably rate higher than I
have done. I have gone as far as I think Reason and Experience will justify
me: But 'tis in order to receive the Correction of your Lordship's better Judge:
‘ment, that I have given you the present Trouble. If you observe any corrigible
Faults, you will do me a great Favour in informing me of them. For it is
not yet too late to amend them.

I shall be very much mortify'd, if you do not approve, in some small degree,
of the Reasonings with regard to the original Contract, which, I hope, are new

& curious, & form a short, but compleat Refutation of the political Systems

of

of Sydney, Locke, and the Whigs, which all the half Philosophers of the Nation
have implicitely embrac'd for near a Century; tho' they are plainly, in my humble
Opinion, repugnant to Reason & the Practice of all Nations.

We have here got down some Copies of a Pamphlet publish'd in London, in
Defence of our Friend, Archy Stewart. The Author seems to have been engag'd
by the Tyes of private Friendship; and as the Subject was rather too particular,
as well as for other Reasons, does not choose to own it. Perhaps, your Lordship
may be able to guess who it is¢. I am; My Lord,

Your Lordship's

Ninewells near Berwick Most obedient & most humble Servant

8th of January. 1748 David Hume
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